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GENERAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 

The present issue of the Bulletin contains a corrected Ust of the 
committees of the Association, including committees continuing 
from last year and others recently appointed. 

Place of Next Annual Meeting. — The Coimcil voted at New 
York in favor of holding the next meeting west of the Alleghenies. 
It has been ascertained by Committee Q that other societies will 
meet next winter as follows: Chicago, Geographers and American 
Mathematical Society; St. Louis, Geologists; Minneapolis, Physiolo- 
gists, Physiological Chemists and Pathologists; Ann Arbor, Psy- 
chologists; Madison, Modern Language Association, western branch. 
The choice among these or other cities will be submitted to the 
Council at an early date, and members desiring to present sugges- 
tions or expressions of opinion are invited to transmit them to 
members of the Coimcil promptly. 

It may be added that the American Association for the Advance- 
ment of Science is to meet at Pittsburgh; the Economists, Sociolo- 
gists and Statisticians probably at Rochester; the Historical and 
PoUtical Science Associations at Philadelphia and the Modern Lan- 
guage Association, eastern branch, at New Haven. The American 
Association plans to meet in Chicago in 1920 and it seems not un- 
Ukely that our own Association will do the same. 

Local Branches. — Local branches have been recently organized 
at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, H. P. Talbot, Chair- 
man; at the University of Oregon, Timothy Cloran, Chairman; at 
the University of Pennsylvania, J. C. Rolfe, Chairman, R. G. Kent, 
Secretary; at Swarthmore College, R. C. Brooks, Chairman, H. C. 
Goddard, Secretary. 

The Dartmouth Branch announces the election of Prof. F. M. 
Anderson as Chairman for the current year. 

The recent action of the Executive Committee in regard to the 
policy of local branches, published on page 24 of the February 
Bulletin, has been adopted by the Council without dissent as 
follows: 

A local branch of the Association may meet for discussion of questions either 
local or general and may adopt formal resolutions for transmission to the officers 
of the Association or to the Association itself at the Annual Meeting. In case 
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local questions seem to require action other than that just indicated, it is not de- 
sirable that action should be confined to members of the Association constituting 
a Local Branch rather than to members of a local faculty generally, and it is in- 
expedient that the name of the Association should be used in such cases. This 
does not preclude any local branch from calling a meeting open to other faculty 
members for action, as a self-constituted group, on any local issue. 

The Association Not a "Union." — With reference to the above 
rule a member writes: 

"The short experience of our own branch illustrates the wisdom of acting 
otherwise than in the name of the American Association of University Pro- 
fessors. Some ten days ago in a meeting of the branch called to discuss the 
rule referred to, the matter of our request that the faculty be admitted to a 
larger share in the making of the budget was brought up. It was decided 
to call an informal meeting of the members of the faculty. At such an in- 
formal meeting a resolution was passed recommending the faculty participa- 
tion referred to. However, an account of our action appeared in the paper 
the following morning in somewhat garbled fashion, stating among other 
things that the professors who had signed this request were members of a 
'semi-secret organization of university professors.' 

"This occurrence impresses me anew with a point which has been repeatedly 
made, namely, that our organization should as quickly as possible get behind 
some large movement which looks distinctly to university ideals and not 
directly to the personal profit of the professor. The matter of academic free- 
dom and tenure was, of course, forced upon us soon after our organization, 
and the only right thing to do was to meet the issue. It is, nevertheless, un- 
fortunate that we should have become identified in the public mind with a 
movement whose immediate concern is with the fortunes of the professors. 
It goes all right in a jocular way to be spoken of as a labor union, but an im- 
pression of this kind could do great damage to us if it becomes more than a 
joke. I fear that it has already reached that stage." 

National University. — The February Bulletin contained a brief 
synopsis of the Dillingham (Senate) Bill to establish a national 
university. The Fess (House) Bill, on the same subject, contains 
substantially similar provisions. The objects of the national univer- 
sity of the United States enumerated in it are to promote the ad- 
vance of science, pure and applied, and of the liberal and fine arts by 
investigations, research, etc.; to provide for the higher instruction 
and training of men and women for posts of importance and respon- 
sibility in the pubUc service . . . and for the practice of such 
callings and professions as may require a higher training . . . 
to cooperate with the scientific departments of the Federal Govern- 
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ment, with the Colleges of Agriculture and Mechanic Arts . . . 
and with other institutions of higher learning. 

No student would be admitted without the Master's degree or its 
equivalent. No academic degrees would be conferred. 

The trustees would include the Commissioner of Education and 
twelve other persons for terms of twelve years. The advisory- 
Council would include a representative from each state, ordinarily 
the president of the State University. In case of disapproval by the 
Advisory Coimcil of action by the trustees, such action would be 
resubmitted and a two-thirds vote of the trustees required. The 
trustees meet four times each year; the Advisory Council twice. 

No gift or legacy would be accepted with conditions unless these 
were approved by Congress as well as by the trustees and the Advi- 
sory Council. 

Five hundred thousand dollars is provided as an initial appropri- 
ation. 



